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INTHE NAME AND BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF lOWA
EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBER FIVE

WHEREAS, this administration is dedicated to demonstrating lowa’s commitment to reduce
the number of minority youth detained in detention centers and ultimately decrease the
number of minorities in lowa’s correction system; and :

WHEREAS, section 223 (A) (22) of the Federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
Act (42 USC § 5633(a)(22)) requires that in order for the State to receive grants pursuant to
the Act, the State must submit a plan that “address[es] juvenile delinquency prevention efforts
and system improvement efforts designed to reduce, without establishing or requiring
numerical standards or quotas, the disproportionate number of juvenile members of minority
groups, who come into contact with the juvenile justice system”; and

WHEREAS, lowa Code chapter 216A, subchapter 9 establishes the Criminal and Juvenile
Justice Planning Division of the Department of Human Rights, and requires the division’s
advisory council to administer federal funds available for the study, research, investigation,
planning and implementation in the areas of criminal and juvenile justice; and

WHEREAS, minority youth are significantly overrepresented in lowa’s juvenile detention
facilities; and

WHEREAS, a study conducted in the summer of 2006 concluded that African American
youth in three lowa counties studied are less likely than white youth to receive a diversion
from formal court processing, and more likely to receive the harsher outcome of the filing of a
delinquency petition; and

WHEREAS, the majority of youth held in juvenile detention faciliies are detained for
misdemeanor offenses; and

WHEREAS, research by the Justice Policy Institute has found that the experience of
incarceration is one of the most significant factors in increasing the odds of recidivism.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, Chester J. Culver, Governor of the State of lowa, by the power
vested in me by the laws and the constitution of the State of lowa do hereby order the
creation of the YOUTH RACE AND DETENTION TASK FORCE.

L. Purpose. The Youth Race and Detention Task Force shall consider the
importance of public safety and its relevance in the use of juvenile detention.
Task Force discussions shall include, but are not limited to, the inappropriate or
unnecessary use of secure detention; re-arrest and failure-to-appear-pending-
adjudication rates for minority youth; the appropriate conditions of confinement
in secure facilities; the overrepresentation of minority youth in detention
facilities; and public finances necessary to sustain successful reforms regarding
the overrepresentation of minority youth in detention facilities.

H. Organization. The Task Force shall be composed of thirty to forty members
appointed by the Governor. Representatives shall have an interest, knowledge,
and investment in state and local juvenile justice system practices, including
detention. The voting membership of the Task Force shall include the following
representatives, or their respective designees:




